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Coronavirus vaccination update 

 

What’s new this week? 

How are we doing? 

• All of our patients in the first four priority groups that are willing and able to have the vaccine at 

this time have now been vaccinated. 

• 367 patients have been vaccinated this week bringing our total to 2580 

News and Developments 

Care Homes: This week, we will re-visit our Care Homes to vaccinate the few people who previously had 

Covid and were not able to have the vaccine sooner. We are also now vaccinating our patients with a 

learning disability who live in residential homes. 

Health/social care workers: If you are a front-line health or social care worker and have not yet been 

offered a vaccination, please contact your employer in the first instance. If you are self-employed, your GP 

surgery will be able to direct you. 

Second dose: The second dose of vaccine will be given 11 weeks after the first dose. If you attended the 

vaccination centre in January or early February and do not yet have a booked second appointment, you 

will be contacted with details of your appointment as soon as our vaccine supply is confirmed. This contact 

may come from the vaccination centre as the staff there are working on behalf of your GP surgery team. 

You do not need to contact your GP surgery to arrange this; we will contact you. 

65-69 year-olds: If you are in the 65-69 age group (group 5) and have not already had your vaccination, 

you will receive an invitation from NHS England to book this at one of the larger sites available via the 

National Booking Service. 

16-64 year-olds at higher risk: Now that more is known about the impact of Covid-19, the list of existing 

medical conditions that could result in higher risk from Covid-19 to people that have these conditions has 

been reviewed and extended. This places a larger number of patients into the group of those aged 16-64 

who are at higher risk (group 6). Over the next few weeks, invitations will be sent to those in this group. 

See below for more detail about this.   

 Focus on – the priority groupings for Covid vaccination 

There are 9 risk groups identified in priority order to have the Covid vaccination.  
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So far, the vaccination programme has focused on priority groups 1 to 4. It is thought that these groups 

represent around 99% of preventable deaths from COVID-19. 

 



Why do we need to have groups? 

Covid-19 is our biggest health challenge in generations and the only way to manage the scale of the 

vaccination programme ahead of us is to prioritise. Experts have been working at the highest level to take 

what we have learned already about Covid-19 and use it to guide how we roll out the vaccination 

programme. There are four key risk factors that contribute to the arrangement of the priority groups; age, 

living in a nursing or residential home, medical conditions and staffing. 

Why are these risk factors important? 

A person’s age has been shown to be directly linked to serious illness or death from Covid-19. The older 

someone is, the more likely they are to be very ill. People who have some medical conditions are also at 

much higher risk of complications from infection. Those who live in an older persons care home are 

affected by the age-related and condition-related risk factors already, plus there is the added risk from 

increased possibility of spread of the virus from others around them. About 88% of Covid deaths occur in 

groups 1-4. 

What about front line NHS and social care staff? 

NHS and care home staff are not only at increased personal risk of catching Covid, the nature of the work 

they do also means that they are at greater risk of passing the virus onto vulnerable people in their care. 

An outbreak among staff has the potential to put the workforce under extreme pressure which also risks 

compromising the care received by those that depend on them. They are therefore included in priority 

groups 1 and 2. 

What about groups 5-9? 

Many people aged 65-69 (group 5) have already had their first vaccination. Those that have not yet done 

so will shortly receive a follow-up invitation to book an appointment for their vaccination at one of the 

centres listed with the National Booking Service. This invitation comes from the NHS, not from your local 

GP surgery. 

The GP service at the Hampshire Court Hotel will now be focusing on inviting those people aged 16-64 

years identified as at higher risk (group 6). People in this group will be notified by letter from the NHS that 

they are now in this group however there may be a delay of up to a week between this letter arriving and 

our surgery system being updated with the new information. You do not need to let us know that you 

have received this letter. This is a large group so we will invite people in age order, starting with the 

oldest first. Invites will be sent over the coming few weeks to match our expected supply of vaccine.  

People aged 50-64 years (groups 7-9) will be invited for vaccination in turn when authorised by NHS 

England. It is expected to be late Spring before all of groups 1-9 are complete.  

I am under 50 and generally healthy? When will I get my vaccination? 

Government advisors are currently working on the plan for the next phase of the vaccination programme. 

We will update you when we receive more news. 

And finally….. 

A big thank you to those of you that have taken the trouble to send us feedback on the vaccination process. 

We are really pleased to hear that the vast majority of you have had such a positive experience and have 

passed on many of your comments to the team at the vaccination centre, providing a very welcome boost 

to morale. 

  


